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UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1526 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR SY LE 

SUB J : MARCH 17 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING ON LEBANON 

1 . SYRIAN RADIO AND TELEVISION CONTINUED TO WITHHOLD 
COMMENT ON LEBANESE EVENTS, APART FROM MIDNIGHT ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT ASAD HAD RECEIVED ARAFAT AND SALAH KHALAF FOR 
TALKS "WHICH CENTERED ON SITUATION IN FRATERNAL LEBANON." 

2. SYRIAN PRESS HIGHLIGHTED DETAILS OF YESTERDAY'S EVENTS. 
AL-BAATH HEADLINED. "AHDAB THREATENS DECISIVE ACTION 
WITHIN HOURS. ORDERS TO AIR FORCE AND ARTILLERY TO 
SHELL PRESIDENCY POSTPONED IN EXPECTATION OF ANOTHER 
INITIATIVE. WIDESPREAD POLITICAL AND MILITARY CONTACTS 
TO SETTLE CRISIS." PRESS ARTICLES EXPANDED ON THESE TRENDS 
AND NOTED ADDITIONAL OCORDINATION BETWEEN KHATIB AND 
AHDAB AND ANNOUNCEMENTS BY BOTH AHDAB AND FR ANGIE 
BROADCASTING STATIONS THAT CONTACTS FOR POLITICAL 
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CITED AHDAB RADIO BROADCAST CALLING UPON MILITARY 
TO RETURN TO THEIR BARRACKS MARCH 17. 

3. PRESS REFERRED TO AP REPORT THAT ISRAELI FORCES NEAR 
LEBANESE BORDER HAVE BEEN PUT ON ALERT AND LEAVES 
CANCELLED, AND NOTED THAT ONE ISRAELI PAPER HAD URGED 
GOI TO INTERVENE IN LEBANON. 

4. NO EDITORIAL COMMENT ON LEBANESE SITUATION IN 
PRESS. 

MURPHY 
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